
 

 

 Wrockwardine Wood and Trench 
 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING MINUTES 

 
MINUTES of the Wrockwardine Wood & Trench Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting held on 
Tuesday 15th May 2018 at The Parish Council Centre, Church Road, Wrockwardine Wood at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr’s L.T. Brayne, L. Madeley, D. Plant, C.F. Smith, B.J. Thompson, and Mrs S.A. 

Watkins (Chair). 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Gill George and Sylvia (Shropshire Defend Our NHS) and 7 members  

of the public. 
 
1)   Welcome and Apologies- 
 

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present.   
 

Apologies were received from Councillors: B. Bennett, Mrs S. Reynolds, S. Reynolds,  
Miss H. Smith and K. Watkins. 

 
2)   Declarations of Interest   
                                                                                                      

There were no declarations of interest. 

3)   Chair’s Report 
 

The Chair, Cllr. Mrs. S. A. Watkins gave her Annual Report. (Copy attached to office minutes.)  
Councillor Thompson thanked the Chair on behalf of the Parish Council for her hard work over  
the last twelve months. 

 
4)   The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 9th May 2017 were 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
5)  TO RECEIVE GILL GEORGE FROM SHROPSHIRE, DEFEND OUR NHS 
 
 Gill George reported that due to losing her voice, Sylvia would give the talk this evening on 
  her behalf.  Information leaflets were distributed to all present.   

Sylvia explained that the original Future Fit programme has fallen by the wayside, with  
hospitals being reconfigured to cut costs.  The preferred option is to have only one 
Accident & Emergency Department between the Shrewsbury Hospital and the Princess Royal  
Hospital, which could mean that if Telford A&E is closed it would be down-graded to an Urgent  
Care Centre, which will be a walk-in service run by nurses assisted by a doctor. 

  
Sylvia reiterated that an A&E Department is needed in both area, patients are having long waits 
on hospital trollies as there are now fewer beds available. If the changes take place, Telford  
could lose its A&E Department as well as the Women & Children’s Centre which cost £28million  
only 3 years ago. 
 

 A public consultation is due to begin 31st May 2018, but there are no proper plans yet as 
  Shropshire Defend Our NHS believe that Future fit is flawed in its current form. 
 



 

 

 A resident asked if the public can challenge Future Fit for not carrying out their duty?  
Sylvia replied that Telford & Wrekin Council are looking at a legal challenge for a judicial review  
which needs to be for the whole area and not just Telford. 

 
Due to a huge financial deficit, the NHS need to make cuts to balance the books. Mental health 
services are poor, maternity units are closing in rural areas, therapy services have been cut and 
there is a 20% reduction in nurses as the hospitals can’t retain staff.  
 
The out of hours GP service, Shropdoc is out to tender at the moment, which is one of the best 
out of hours services in the country and meets the needs of the community. This could be 
replaced by NHS 111, which is too bureaucratic and run from a call centre in Dudley. 
 

 Sylvia recommended that residents complete the Future Fit consultation and strongly disagree  
with both options. Copies can be completed online but this will disadvantage people with 
learning difficulties or people who don’t have a computer, who won’t be able to take part. 

 
  Residents are asked to Lobby Councillors and MP’s from 31st May – 4th August and use  
 Facebook to promote events as CCG’s will be holding pop-up events.   

Sylvia finished her speech by saying that Its not a done deal and residents need to keep on 
0fighting as the Decision is not made yet.  There needs to be two A&E departments, one at  
each hospital. 
 
The Chair thanked both speakers for attending and for the informative talk. 
 

6)  PUBLIC SESSION   
 

a) A member of the public thanked councillors for the work carried out in Richmond Avenue and 
said he was pleased that buses will continue on that route rather than down Wombridge Avenue, 
which would have isolated many residents in Church Road who rely on the no. 7 service. 

 
b) A resident asked what action is being taken against fly-posting in the area, in particular the 

substantial number of circus posters etc that remain after the circus is in Donnington.                            
Councillors suggested that a bond should be put in place by Telford & Wrekin Council so that 
companies fly-posting are refunded once the posters have been taken down. 
The Clerk was asked to contact Telford & Wrekin Council and invite a representative to the 
next meeting. 
 
There were no further questions and the Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the 
meeting at 8.05pm. 

 
 
 

 
Signed ………………………………………..            Date ……………………………… 
             Chairman 
 


