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      FULL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 
 
MINUTES of the Wrockwardine Wood & Trench Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday  
12th June 2018 at the Parish Council Centre, Church Road, Wrockwardine Wood at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT:  Cllr’s. Mrs S. A. Watkins (Chair), L. Brayne, B. Bennett, L. Madeley,  
D. Plant, Mrs. S. Reynolds, C.F. Smith, Miss H. Smith, B.J. Thompson & K. Watkins 
IN ATTENDANCE: 1 member of the public.  
 
 
18/3022 Welcome and Introductions 
 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 
18/3023 Apologies  

Apologies were received from Councillor, S. Reynolds, who were attending another 
meeting. 

 
18/3024 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest   
 

No disclosable pecuniary interests declared. 
 
18/3025 Public Session 
 

No issues were raised. 
 
18/3026 Previous Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 8th May 2018 
 

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday  
8th May 2018 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 

18/3027 Previous Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on 5th June 2018 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on Tuesday  
5th June 2018 were confirmed as a correct record and recommendations made were 
approved by the Councillors. The minutes were signed by the Chair of the Finance 
Committee. 

 
18/3028 The Annual Audit – Year ending 31st March 2018 

The Clerk updated that she had received the Audit Report from the Internal Auditor 
Diane Malley and a copy was circulated to all present. The Finance Committee met 
on the 5th June to discuss the report and its recommendations. The report highlighted 
that no Financial Risk Assessment was available, but this has now been addressed. 
Councillor Thompson congratulated the Clerk on receiving a good report. 
 

 RESOLVED that the Internal Audit report for 2017/18 is received and the 
 recommendations made by the Internal Auditor are noted. 
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18/3029 The Annual Return for year ending 31st March 2018 
 
 A copy of the Annual Return was distributed to all present. The Chair read out the 
  Annual Return to the members, who were asked to agree or disagree with each of the 

following sections: 
  

  YES NO 
1 We have put in place arrangements for effective financial 

management during the year, and for the preparation of 
the accounting statements.  

 

2 We maintained an adequate system of internal control, 
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud   
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.  

 

3 We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that  
there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance 
with laws, regulations and proper practices that could have 
a significant financial effect on the ability of this smaller 
authority to conduct its businesses or on its finances. 

 
 

4 We provided proper opportunity during the year for the 
exercise of elector’s rights of the Accounts and Audit 
Regulations.  

 

5 We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this 
smaller authority and took appropriate steps to manage 
those risks, including the introduction of internal control 
and or external insurance cover where required. 

 
 

6 We maintained throughout the year an adequate and 
effective system of internal audit promoting of the  
accounting records and control systems.  

 

7 We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports 
from internal and external audits.  

 

8 We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or 
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either 
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on  
this smaller authority and, where appropriate have 
included them in the accounting statement, 

 
 

9 (for local councils only) Trust funds including charitable. 
In our capacity as the sole managing trustee we discharge 
our accountability responsibilities for the funds/assets, 
including financial reporting and, if required, independent 
examination or audit. 

 
N/A 

 

 
 The Chair and the Clerk signed the Annual Governance Statement on behalf of the 
  members. 
 
 Councillor Mrs S. Reynolds was unhappy that councillors had answered Yes to  
 statement no 4, as she felt that the Parish Council is not meeting transparency  
 requirements as the website is out of date and previous minutes are not up to date. 

The Chair commented that the website is due to be replaced and the Clerk will 
address the matter as soon as possible to ensure the Parish Council is compliant. 
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18/3030 Financial and Management Risk Assessment 
 
 A copy of the updated Financial and Management Risk Assessment which was 
  approved by the Finance Committee on the 5th June 2018 was circulated to all 
  present. It was also recommended that the Parish Councils ICT system is backed up  
 to a portable hard-drive rather than a memory stick.   

Clerk to consider purchasing a portable hard drive. 
 

RESOLVED that the updated Financial and Management Risk Assessment was  
 accepted by the members. 
 
 
18/3031 Standing Orders 
 The revised Standing Orders as recommended by NALC were discussed, errors 
  were pointed out on pages 5 and 18. The Clerk will amend the errors and email a  
 revised copy to Councillors. 
 

RESOLVED that the revised Standing Orders were accepted, subject to errors being  
corrected. 

 
18/3032 Gibbons Road 
 
 Councillor Madeley raised concerns that Gibbons Road is looking neglected and  
 untidy.  Two waste bins have been removed and the former Sutherland School site  
 is overgrown and has become an eyesore.  Residents are leaving litter and dog  
 mess on the fence of the former school which is not only unpleasant but a health 

hazard. There are still large trees over shadowing the alleyway at the bottom of 
Gibbons Road and the car park owned by Wrekin Housing Trust is being used by 
undesirables in cars for anti-social behaviour. 

 
 Councillor C. Smith updated that he will contribute his Ward Pride funding towards  
 resurfacing the path across the playing fields at the bottom of Gibbons Road and has 
  written to the leader of the Telford & Wrekin Council to ask for additional funding.  

The Clerk was tasked with applying for additional funding through Telford 50 to assist  
with improving the playing field pathway for residents. 
The Clerk was instructed to write to Wayne Gettings at Wrekin Housing Trust to  
request they cut back the trees at the bottom of Gibbons Road to make it safer for  
residents. 

 
18/3033 Clerk’s update 
 

The Clerk reported that she has attended the Parish & Town Councils Conference 
last Wednesday, which was very informative. 

  The speed indicator device (SID) purchased by the Parish Council needs to be  
  mounted on a suitable lamppost, so the Clerk is looking at who will move it around  
  every 3 – 4 weeks.  Several other parish councils are looking in to employing  
  a company to move SID’s and Clerk is waiting for the outcome of enquiries. 
  Suggestions of locations for the SID were Moss Road, Wombridge Road, Gibbons  
  Road, Church Road and Furnace Lane. 

There have been problems with the grass cutting contract at Holy Trinity Church 
which the Clerk has been resolving. 
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18/3034 Payments to be issued 
 

  All Councillor’s received a list of the expenditure transactions for May/June 
  2018 and a list of cheques to be signed. 

RESOLVED that the expenditure transactions for May/June 2018 totalling £4,275.96 
be approved. (Copy of list attached to office minutes).  

 
18/3035 To receive and approve a Statement of Accounts for April/May 2018 
 

Deferred to next meeting. 

  
18/3036 Correspondence 
 

  Severn Trent Water – details of forthcoming road closures 
  Clerk & Councils Direct – newsletter 
  Friends of Telford Town Park – Annual report 
  APT – letter regarding planning application TWC/2018/0184 
  SALC – June bulletin 
  

18/3037 Items of information only 
 
  Friends of the Cockshutt AGM is on Monday 2nd July at the Parish Centre. 
  Friends of the Cockshutt Walkabout and clean up on Tuesday 10th July. 
  Clerk asked to write to Wrekin Housing Trust regarding state of garages at Canal 
    Side and the bushes being overgrown. 
  Driveway outside One Stop on the Trench Road is in a terrible state of repair, the 
      Clerk was asked to write to the landlord to get him to carry out repairs. 
  Trench Tots Nursery has just had an Ofsted inspection which was rated in Good. 
  Councillor Madeley thanked the Parish Council and Councillor Charles Smith for all  
  their help and support. 
 
 

18/3038 Date & Venue of the Next Meeting 
 

Tuesday 10th July in the Meeting Room at 7pm. – Full Council Meeting 
 

 
 
 Meeting finished at 8.10pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………… Date…………………………………. 
 Chairman 


